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ABSTRACT

Character education is important to do to create a society that has character and
has a good moral life. This is the responsibility of Christian education because
they are trusted to educate students to be like Christ. Thomas Lickona stated that
to form good character requires moral knowledge, moral feelings, and moral
action. Christianity sees students as human beings who have fallen into sin.
Character education becomes something that must be done to educate sinful
humans to know what is God's will in their lives. The purpose of this research is
to analyze the development of teaching materials that can be used in the
implementation of character education at the Kalam Kudus Christian Middle
School Surakarta. The method used in this paper is based on previous research and
qualitative methods. The results of this study indicate that character education will
have a greater impact when someone believes in Christ. The Holy Spirit will work
a new birth in his life and enable him to have a life that is by God's will. Because
of'that, it is necessary to compile a Christian Character teaching material that will
support the implementation of Christian character education. This teaching
material is expected to be able to help students to understand what their life
purpose and calling can manifest in their daily lives.
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1. INTRODUCTION

At present, the crime of children in Indonesia has increased significantly. Based on data
reported by the National Commission for Child Protection, it was noted that criminal offenses
among children experienced a very rapid increase. The increase in crime occurs every year,
from 2011 to the end of 2018, 11,116 children in Indonesia were involved in criminal cases.
This increase is evidenced by the surge in the number of children who became perpetrators of
crime reaching 695 children in 2011 and 2018 reaching 1,434 children [1].

The same thing is also found in children who attend the Kalam Kudus Christian Middle
School, Surakarta. Based on an interview conducted on November 23, 2018, with Mr. Felixtian
Teknowijoyo as the school principal, there were cases of children bullied by their friends and
even some who did physical violence. Also, in interacting on social media, children often use
impolite and rude sentences. In teacher meetings with parents, parents often complain about the
child's attitude which is getting bolder to resist and violate the parents' orders. Several times
children must be called and invited to talk to improve their attitudes and behavior.
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Schools need to perform a comprehensive role, namely to educate children cognitively,
affective and psychomotor. Schools need to provide adequate knowledge to students, but not
only that, but schools also need to help students to have a good character so that they can have
good knowledge and can use this knowledge for useful things [2].

Christian schools exist by centering on God and based on Bible truth. Thus Christian schools
have a clear purpose, that is, goals that are based on what is in the Bible. Christian schools aim
to educate children so that they can glorify God, tell about God to the world and have grown in
knowledge and action. Grow to be like Christ is the goal of Christian education so that education
should not be restricted to the knowledge of how this life but it should be up to how to live in
[3].

In the research conducted by Sidjabat [4] concluded how important is character education
in Christian Schools. The purpose of Christian religious education in schools is to provide
knowledge to students to know Jesus as Lord and Savior, while in learning Christianity is
directed to the formation of spirituality and character growth. So in this case, moral and
character education is inseparable from the formation of spirituality which is a unity in the
teaching material of Christian Religious Education.

Lickona in his book Raising Good Children [5] states that the characters contain three
interrelated parts namely moral knowledge, moral feelings, and moral actions. Good character
consists of knowing good, wanting good and doing good. That means, having habits in the mind,
habits in the heart and habits in action. These three things are important to lead a moral life and
even moral maturity.

Christian character education is closely related to the understanding of students as disciples
of Christ. Graham [6] explains the understanding of students including: first, humans are
created in the image and likeness of God; second, humans have been separated from God
because of Adam's sin; and third, God works through Jesus Christ to redeem His people from
their fall. Character education will run effectively when educators realize the nature of students.
They are the image and likeness of God who has fallen into sin and needs salvation in Jesus
Christ. The life that has received salvation is finally touched and changed by the Holy Spirit.
After they receive Christ, they need an education that helps them grow in the process of
maturing to be like Christ.

These students must be educated to mature in Christ so that they will reflect the character of
Christ in their lives. Students who have believed in Jesus Christ and experienced a new birth
through the work of the Holy Spirit need an education that will enable them to reflect the
character of God in their lives. That's why we need a teaching material based on Christ's
character to help students have the good character God wants. This emphasizes the importance
of teaching materials for character education based on Christian Character. Teaching materials
are useful for helping students understand what is meant by good character and can apply them
in everyday life. The application of good character must be done with understanding in the
classroom and habituation in daily life.

2. METHOD

The research method used in this article is based on previous research and qualitative
methods [7] Data obtained from various sources relevant to the variables studied. Data
collection techniques are done by conducting interviews and observations. Data
validity techniques in library research carried out with triangulation and a more thorough
examination. Data analysis techniques are adjusted to the characteristics of the data obtained by
researchers, and qualitative data will be analyzed systematically using qualitative descriptive



techniques. Qualitative data are analyzed in a systematic, orderly, and structured manner so that
the meaning of each stage in the descriptive analysis includes: data collection, data reduction,
data display, and verification or conclusion drawing.

Study excavations and explorations were conducted to gather in-depth information about 1)
the implementation of character education in the Kalam Kudus Christian Middle School; 2)
teaching materials used in the implementation of character education. The subjects of this study
were: 1) 8th-grade students at Kalam Kudus Christian Middle School Surakarta; 2) character
education teachers at the Kalam Kudus Christian Middle School Surakarta.

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Character education is an important thing to do because it is the basis in all aspects of
students' education. That is the concern of Kalam Kudus Christian Middle School so that they
seriously consider the implementation of character education in this school. Kalam Kudus
Christian Middle School provides a special time to provide character education. The minimal
completeness criteria value of this character lesson is 75. However, based on an interview
conducted on April 13, 2019, with Mr. Joyke as a character lesson teacher, there are still many
students who have not yet achieved the minimal completeness criteria value from learning this
character. From the recap of the average grade of VIII students, amounting to 193 people, who
passed the minimal completeness criteria score was 76%.

In addition to the written values, in daily observations, it can be seen that an understanding
of good character has not been demonstrated in the daily lives of students. What is taught in the
classroom has not materialized in the actions and behavior of students in activities carried out
at school. Based on observations made, one of the obstacles is that the teaching materials used
by teachers have not been maximized. Students feel bored using existing teaching materials and
do not support for students wanting to have a better character.

Kalam Kudus Christian Middle School has given enough attention to character education.
Character education is carried out through morning musings which are followed by all teachers
and students. Morning devotional uses a material that explains the characteristics that must be
possessed by all teachers and students at school. Also in the implementation of learning,
character content has been included in the syllabus and plan for the implementation of
learning. Schools also have a special time to convey character education in instructional hours.

But the implementation of character education so far has not been maximized. The teachers
deliver character education based on the characters that have been mutually agreed upon to be
conveyed. In addition to the written values, in daily observations, it can be seen that an
understanding of good character has not been demonstrated in the daily lives of students. What
is taught in the classroom has not materialized in the actions and behavior of students in
activities carried out at school. Based on observations made, one of the obstacles is that the
teaching materials used by teachers have not been maximized. Students feel bored using existing
teaching materials and do not support for students wanting to have a better character. However,
based on the questionnaire distributed to students, it was found that the character education
teaching materials that had been used had not met students' needs. From some questions given
to 193 8th grade students of SMP, the following data were found:

31% stated that character learning so far did not increase their interest in
learning.

11% of students stated that character education teaching materials had not been well
understood.



35% of students stated that character education teaching materials were not
interesting to learn.

31 % of students stated that the character education he had been attending had not helped
him to have a better character.

This situation shows the importance of making teaching materials to support the
implementation of character education in Kalam Kudus Christian Middle School. Teaching
materials are useful for helping students understand what is meant by good character and can
apply them in everyday life. The application of good character must be done with understanding
in the classroom and habituation in daily life.

Teaching materials are all forms of material used to help teachers and students in learning
and teaching activities. Teaching materials can be either written or unwritten
material. Teaching material contains a set of material that is arranged systematically both
written  and unwritten so  that itcancreate an environment and atmosphere  that
allows students to learn. Teaching materials are information, tools, and texts needed by the
teacher/instructor for planning and studying the implementation of learning [8]

Research conducted by Buchory MS and Tulus Budi Swadayani [9] found that character
education can be done by integrating character values in all subjects. In this case, several
subjects are closely related to the implementation of character education, such as subjects: (1)
Civics, (2) Religious Education, and (3) Sports. This is also done by the Kalam Kudus Surakarta
Christian Middle School, which is by integrating the characters in the given subjects. But more
than that, this school also gives time devoted to teaching character education.

This is in line with the policies taken by the government. Character education receives
special attention from the government. Character Education Reinforcement, in general, is done
by integrating Character Education Reinforcement into existing subjects (integrated with the
curriculum). However, schools can also teach Character Education Reinforcement values
through special subjects that focus on the theme of certain values. The school designs special
subjects with specific time allocations provided as part of the formation of students'
character. Themes that contain the main values of Character Education Reinforcement are
taught in the form of classroom learning with harmonized learning methods so that they can
further enrich the practice of Character Education Reinforcement in schools. The themes taken
are adapted to the vision and mission of the school. The education unit designs its theme and
priority values for what character education they will emphasize and provides specific teachers
or empowers existing teachers to teach material about certain values to strengthen character
education [10]

Lickona [5] states that character contains three interrelated parts namely moral knowledge,
moral feelings, and moral actions. Good character consists of knowing good, wanting good and
doing good. That means, having habits in the mind, habits in the heart and habits in action.
These three things are important to lead a moral life and even moral maturity.
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MORAL KNOWING MORAL FEELING
1. Moral awareness 1. Conscience
2. Knowing moral values 2. Self-esteem
3. Perspective-taking 3. Empathy
4. Moral reasoning 4. Loving the good
5. Decision-making 5. Self control
6. Self-knowledge \ 6. Humility )
MORAL ACTION
1. Competence
2. Will
3. Habit

Figure 1. Component Of Good Character

Understanding the importance of knowledge of good things, so that they can be realized in
wanting and doing good, encourages schools to develop the right material for use in character
education. Muhamad Fauzan Muttaqin, Tri Joko Raharjo and Masturi [11] explained in their
research that one of the values that must be instilled in character education is the value of
religiosity. These values of religiosity will later become the basis for the implementation of
character education in schools. This is also the rationale for the Kalam Kudus Christian Middle
School so it is necessary to develop character education materials based on Christian Character.

Christian character education bases its understanding of the Bible. The Bible is an essential
source for understanding Christian uniqueness in education. All thoughts and practices of
Christian education must be led by the truth of God's revelation when they try to obey Christ in
carrying out the process [12]. The Bible is a revelation of God through which humans can know
God and His will. The main reason that influences why the Bible is the basis of Christian
education is the affirmation of revelation and inspiration in the Bible. The Bible is a special
revelation from God in the written form inspired by God (2 Tim. 3:16). The Bible has the
authority which is the standard of God's truth and His plan (John 17:17). The Bible also provides
an essential resource for salvation (Acts 4: 10-12) and reveals God's real desires to humans
(Matt. 4: 4) [13]

Christianity understands that character grows in grace, becoming a response to God's call to
humans to "Change in a renewal of the mind." Character is formed through the learning process.
Christian learning theory emphasizes the need to acquire knowledge that results in obedience to
the Bible which is the word of God. The main goal of learning is to bring students to the right
relationship with God based on His word [14] . Character education teaching materials are based
on the character of Christ. Sadadohape Matondang [15] in the study who did mention that the
character of Christian teens can grow well when imitating Christ as Lord in life. Teaching
material based on the character of Christ will help the students have a good character suit God
intended. To form this, teaching materials are needed that can support the implementation of
character education to the desired results. Appropriate teaching materials will help students to
develop true character [16].



4.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of research that has been done before, it can be concluded that the
character education carried out at the Kalam Kudus Christian Middle School Surakarta has not
been maximized. That is because teaching materials used by teachers do not yet support to help
students have the desire to grow in good character. Because it is necessary to make teaching
materials that are based on the Bible, interesting and can be applied in the daily lives of
students. Suggestions for other studies are that the character themes to be taught are adjusted to
the needs and development of students.
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