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Abstract. Various services of Internet of Things (IoT) require flexible network
deployment to guarantee different quality of services (QoS). Aiming at the
problem of service function chain deployment, in this paper, we propose the
combination of NFV and SDN to optimize resources. Considering forwarding
cost and traffic load balance, a joint optimization model of virtual network
function (VNF) placement and service function chain routing is given and is
proved to be NP-Hard. In order to solve this model, we propose two heuristic
algorithms. One is the service function chain deployment algorithm of First
Routing Then Placing (FRTP) and the other is the Placing Followed by Routing
(PFBR) based on node priority. Simulation results show that the former can
reduce forwarding times and bandwidth consumption than the latter. And PFBR
algorithm outperforms in balancing network traffic load and improving the
acceptance ratio of the chain requests compared with other algorithms.

Keywords: IoT � VNF � Service function chain deployment � Node priority �
Load balance

1 Introduction

With the development of the Internet of Things, the demands of various services are
increasingly diversified [1]. For example, the ideal latency for Internet of Vehicles is
almost zero; it is necessary to control the lowest packet loss and ultra-low latency in
industrial manufacturing; the mobile video surveillance networks need higher
bandwidth.

To satisfy those distinct QoS requirements simultaneously, Software Defined
Networking (SDN) could offer smart routing and scheduling solutions. Network
Function Virtualization (NFV) uses virtualization to eliminate dependencies on

Foundation Items: National Natural Science Foundation of China (61871237), National Science and
Technology Major Project (2017ZX03001008), Postgraduate Research & Practice Innovation
Program of Jiangsu Province (KYCX17_0767), Natural Science Foundation of the Higher Education
Institutions of Jiangsu Province (16KJA510005) and YKJ201422.

© ICST Institute for Computer Sciences, Social Informatics and Telecommunications Engineering 2019
Published by Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2019. All Rights Reserved
M. Jia et al. (Eds.): WiSATS 2019, LNICST 281, pp. 283–296, 2019.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19156-6_27

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/978-3-030-19156-6_27&amp;domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/978-3-030-19156-6_27&amp;domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/978-3-030-19156-6_27&amp;domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19156-6_27


dedicated hardware and consolidates different types of network devices onto industry-
standard and high-capacity servers, switches or storage [2], which reduces costs of
network equipment meanwhile enhancing the sharing capacity of network resources
and quality of service. And virtualization in the form of network slicing could be used
to isolate IoT use-cases with conflicting requirements.

Although the combination of SDN and NFV is expected to meet the diversified
demands of services of the Internet of Things, NFV abstracts and finely decomposes
network services, making its components more complex. The service function chain
(Service Function Chain, SFC) deployment is the key challenge. Due to its large size of
services and high dynamic network load, the complex service-driven dynamic network
construction mechanism of Internet of Things is a challenge for both the current and
future network. The existing dedicated network faces severe defects such as stiff net-
work architecture, unreasonable function plane partitioning and difficulty in network
upgrades and maintenance, which makes it hard to cope with the ever-changing
requirements of the Internet of Things.

For the resource allocation of NFV, the authors of [3] propose a comprehensive
cost model to meet the needs of users and achieve the lowest cost. Moens et al. consider
the scenario where physical network functions and virtual network functions coexist
[4], then decide what kind of the functions to be placed to make full use of the physical
and virtual resources. Reference [5] uses graph theory to solve the problem of resource
allocation in NFV, where network functions and servers (with multiple virtual
machines) are regarded as two disjoint subsets in a bipartite graph. The resource
utilization and the bandwidth utilization are weighed with the coefficients so as to
achieve load balancing in the network [6]. Nam et al. [7] introduce the NFV to the radio
access network. It is possible to allocate nearby base stations to obtain a lower latency
experience. NFV is extended to the radio access section [8], and the main drawback is
that each function can only be deployed once, and be placed on different nodes, which,
to some extent, introduces link latency. Reference [9] locates the scene in the enterprise
network, and it is committed to reducing the total cost of deploying virtual network
functions. In order to implement service chain deployment, [10] considers sharing
virtual network functions among service chains (SCs) and avoiding bandwidth con-
sumption by deploying adjacent VNFs in one node. Reference [11] aims at minimizing
NFV nodes as an optimization target for the VNFs sharing of multiple SFCs.

Although an increasing number of the researches on NFV resource allocation and
SDN routing strategies, there are still many areas need to be improved. For example, in
most researches, VNFs required by service function chains merely occupy a single kind
of resource, and almost do not consider the case where multi-dimensional resources
such as computation and storage are needed at the same time. In addition, some papers
focus on one aspect of NFV resource allocation or SDN routing strategies, resulting in
local optimal solution. How to coordinate the relationship between them deserves
further study.

In this context, this paper studies the resource allocation method of NFV and SDN
in dynamic service network. According to the dynamic changes of network status and
service characteristics, a joint optimization model is proposed to determine the resource
allocation and routing strategies of service-driven optimal transmission performance. In
order to facilitate the optimization model, we propose two heuristic algorithms
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according to the order of VNFs placement and service flow routing. One is the service
function chain deployment algorithm of First Routing Then Placing (FRTP) and the
other is the Placing Followed by Routing (PFBR) based on node priority. The former is
more focused on reducing forwarding times and bandwidth consumption than the latter.
And PFBR algorithm outperforms in balancing network traffic load and improving the
acceptance ratio of the chain requests compared with other algorithms.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 describes the problem of
deployment of service function chain. In Sect. 3, a joint optimization model of virtual
network function placement and service function chain routing is given. We present our
solutions in Sect. 4. In Sect. 5, we validate the algorithms and discuss the results.
Section 6 concludes the paper.

2 System Description

In this paper we assume that the service function chain deployment involves two
aspects. In one aspect, we place a series of virtual network functions on the NFV
enabled nodes to meet user-customized network services. And the other is that, the
paths are selected according to the demands of service function chain until a complete
end-to-end service path is formed.

In order to perform the resource allocation of the service function chains, we model
the physical network as a undirected graph denoted by G ¼ ðV ;EÞ, where V ¼
fvnjn ¼ 1; 2; . . .;Ng represents the set of nodes and E is the set of the links. Resource
capacity of each node is Ct

n and is associated with its type t 2 T (e.g., computing,
storage and so on). To be noted that if Ct

n [ 0; t 2 T , the node vn can host different
VNFs unless its capacity is less than the demand of VNFs. Otherwise, the node vn only
be able to forward packets. Each link e 2 E is associated with a bandwidth capacity Be.

There are many kinds of VNFs, fx represents the x th kind in the VNF set
F ¼ ffxj x ¼ 1; 2; . . .;Xg. The resource demands of fx is Ct

x; t 2 T . Service function
chain is composed by a series of VNFs and need to be traversed in particular order.
Suppose there are a total of K service function chains in a period of time, the set of
which can be expressed as S ¼ fSkj k ¼ 1; 2; . . .;Kg. For Sk , it contains source node,
destination node and a series of VNFs and can be expressed as Nk ¼ fsk; f k1 ; f k2 ; . . .; f kM j
f km 2 F; dkg, where m ¼ 0 and m ¼ Mþ 1 represents the source and destination node
respectively. Then, the set of neighbor nodes of f km are represented as gkðmÞ, which
indicates the adjacent virtual functions of f km.

And Ek ¼ fðsk; f k1 Þ; ðf k1 ; f k2 Þ; . . .; ðf kM�1; f
k
MÞ; ðf kM ; dkÞg describes the logical link set.

Suppose that the QoS of Sk can be represented by rk , the demand of bandwidth. In
addition, qkmx 2 f0; 1g is introduced in our model. It implies whether the kind of f km in
Sk is fx and hence its resource requirement is indicated as

P
x2X

qkmx � Ct
x; t 2 T , T =

{computing, storage,…}.
As shown in Fig. 1, the service function chain requires five VNFs. On the one

hand, five virtual network functions are assigned at physical node 1, 2, 3, 4, 3. On the
other hand, the computed path by the controller is (s,1)!(1,2)!(2,3)!(3,5)!(5,4)!
(4,3)!(3,t). Both of the two aspects represent resource allocation and link mapping in
one service function chain.
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As a consequence, we define several sets of variables to indicate above process.
The first is akmðnÞ, and it equals 1 if f km in Sk is placed on node vn, and 0 otherwise. The
next is lk;pm1m2

ðn1; n2Þ, and it equals 1 when the logical link ðm1;m2Þ 2 Ek of Sk is routed
by the path p from node n1 to n2, where p 2 Pðn1; n2Þ and Pðn1; n2Þ is the link set
between node n1 and n2. The last is uk 2 0; 1f g, it equals 1 if the Sk is accepted, and 0
otherwise. Furthermore, if uk¼ 0, then

P
n2N

akmðnÞ ¼ 0 and
P

p2Pðn1;n2Þ
lk;pm1m2

ðn1; n2Þ ¼ 0.

3 Service Function Chain Deployment

The service function chain is regard as a form of service. From the user’s point of view,
the key is real-time response. But from long-term of network operation, it is essential to
improve resource utilization. Accordingly, the optimization goal of this paper consists
of two aspects. One is to minimize the total forwarding costs of service function chains
as (1). It is related to forwarding times and bandwidth requirements. And the other is to
balance the traffic load as much as possible. We use the degree of load balancing to
measure the maximum link utilization in the network and they are represented as (2)
and (3) respectively. The lower degree of load balancing is, the more balanceable the
traffic loads are.

It should be noted that if the request is not deployed, the total forwarding cost and
the link utilization are lower. However, which cannot satisfy their needs. Penalty

Fig. 1. Resource allocation and link mapping in one service function chain
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functions are introduced when SFCs are rejected, and they are expressed as (4) and (5).
Therefore, the overall objective is formulated as (6), where coefficients and indicate the
weight of the two different aspects.

Cforward ¼
X
Sk2S

X
ðm1;m2Þ2Ek

X
n1;n22N

X
p2Pðn1;n2Þ

lk;pm1m2
ðn1; n2Þ � rk � jpj ð1Þ

dload ¼ max
e2E

Re=Be � 100% ð2Þ

Re ¼
X
Sk2S

X
ðm1;m2Þ2Ek

X
n1;n22N

X
p2Pðn1;n2Þ

lk;pm1m2
ðn1; n2Þ � rk ð3Þ

Cpenalty ¼
X
Sk2S

ð1� ukÞrk� max
p2Pðsk ;dkÞ

jpj ð4Þ

dpenalty ¼
X
Sk2S

ð1� ukÞrk
 !,

min
e2E

Be ð5Þ

min a � ðCforward þCpenaltyÞþ b � ðdload þ dpenaltyÞ ð6ÞX
n2N

akmðnÞ� 1; 8m 2 Nk; Sk 2 S ð7Þ

X
f kn 2sk

X
n2N

akmðnÞ ¼ uk � Nk
�� ��� 2
� �

; 8Sk 2 S ð8Þ

X
Sk2s

X
f km2Sk

X
x2X

akm nð Þ � qkmx � Ct
x �Ct

n; 8t 2 T ; 8n 2 N ð9Þ

X
n1;n22N

X
p2Pðn1;n2Þ

lk;pm1m2
ðn1; n2Þ ¼ akm1

ðn1Þ � akm2
ðn2Þ

8ðm1;m2Þ 2 Ek; 8Sk 2 S
ð10Þ

lk;p1m1m2
ðn1; n2Þþ lk;p2m1m2

ðn2; n1Þ� 1

8n1; n2 2 N; 8Sk 2 S ; 8ðm1;m2Þ 2 Ek

8p1 2 Pðn1; n2Þ; p2 2 Pðn2; n1Þ
ð11Þ

X
Sk2S

X
ðm1;m2Þ2Ek

X
n1;n22N

X
p2Pðn1;n2Þ

lk;pm1m2
ðn1; n2Þ � rk �Be

8e 2 Pðn1; n2Þ
ð12Þ

X
n22N

lk;p1m1m2
ðn1; n2Þ�

X
n22N

lk;p2m1m2
ðn2; n1Þ ¼ akm1

ðn1Þ � akm2
ðn1Þ

8ðm1;m2Þ 2 Ek; 8Sk 2 S

8p1 2 Pðn1; n2Þ ; 8p2 2 Pðn2; n1Þ:
ð13Þ
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rk �minðBe � ReÞ; e 2 Pðn1; n2Þ; lk;em1m2
ðn1; n2Þ ¼ 1

8n1; n2 2 N; 8Sk 2 S
ð14Þ

Constraint (7) indicates that any VNFs other than the source and destination of the
SFCs, at most selects one physical node to be placed; the constraint (8) indicates
whether Sk is accepted, if it is, the required VNFs must be allocated one physical node
to host them. Constraints (9) indicate that the resources required by the VNFs cannot
exceed the resources available on the nodes. akm1

ðn1Þ � akm2
ðn2Þ of constraints (10)

represents the adjacent VNFs f km1
and f km2

in Sk are placed on n1 and n2 respectively, and
one path between them should be routed. Constraint (11) represents each logical link in
one SFC cannot be mapped to a bi-directional link; the constraint (12) indicates that the
aggregation bandwidth on the physical link cannot exceed the link bandwidth; Con-
straints (13) ensures that the logical links of Sk map to a continuous path of the physical
topology, and constraints (14) guarantee quality of service.

The resource optimization problem of combination of NFV and SDN studied in this
paper is a NP-hard problem [10]. If all the nodes are guaranteed to have the same
available resources, the node can be regarded as a fixed-capacity packet and the
requested VNFs are objects in different sizes. It is converted to a normal problem called
binary-knapsack. Suppose that Be is infinite, which means that the routing is not
important, the problem becomes a pure VNF placement, which has been proved to be
NP-hard. Therefore, the resource optimization problem of combination of NFV and
SDN studied in this paper is proved to be an NP-hard problem.

4 Heuristic Algorithms

In order to solve above NP-hard problem in reasonable time, we propose two heuristic
algorithms according to the order of VNFs placement and traffic flow routing. First
Routing Then Placing (FRTP) algorithm is to choose paths for SFCs firstly, and then
place the required VNFs orderly along the chosen paths. Another Placing Followed by
Routing (PFBR) algorithm is just the opposite. Firstly, the VNFs required by SFCs are
assigned to some nodes whose priorities are relatively high. Then, the source node, the
intermediate node and the destination node are connected together into a complete path.
During the placement phase of PFBR algorithm, the priority of nodes is given as (15).

wðvnÞ ¼ 1� hopn
maxj2NðhopjÞ

� �
� recn

maxj2NðrecjÞ
� �

ð15Þ

The priority of a node is determined by the available resources of the node and the
number of hops introduced by the node, where, indicates the number of forwarding
hops introduced by the node, represents the total amount of available resources of the
node, indicates the maximum number of forwarding hops and implies the maximum
amount of available resources.
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Both of the FRTP and PFBR algorithm proposed in this paper decide different paths
for requests with different bandwidth requirements. Once the request arrives, we judge
whether the demand of bandwidth exceeds the threshold k. If it exceeds, the request is
regarded as a high bandwidth service request, we try to guide traffic to the shortest path
so as to reduce forward times and bandwidth consumption. Otherwise, we try to search
a path which has more available link resources, which can balance the network traffic
load. Algorithms 1 and 2 give the pseudocode of the heuristic solutions respectively.
Both of them take as input a set of SFC requests S, and a set of VNFs annotated with
the network topology graph. In initial step, we order SFCs by rk in decreasing order.
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Besides, the outputs include p, a set of nodes which host the required VNFs, routing
paths and etc.
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5 Experiment Result

In order to evaluate the algorithms proposed in this paper, we verify the feasibility of
the proposed model and the effectiveness of the proposed algorithm. In terms of total
forwarding costs and degree of load balancing coupled with the acceptance ratio of
requests, the proposed heuristic algorithms are compared with Routing before Place-
ment (RBP) algorithm proposed in [12]. During the routing phase, RBP algorithm is
always searching shortest path for each demand unless resource constraints are vio-
lated. Then, VNFs are placed on the path greedily. If no such path satisfies all resource
constraints, the demand is rejected.

5.1 Experimental Environment and Settings

In simulation experiment, we use Matlab2015a for program simulation and run them on
the Windows 10 with Intel Core i7-6900, 3.40 GHz CPU and 8 GB RAM.

Our experiment adopts random network topology with 20 to 100 nodes. Each node
has three resource types. The total amount of resources follows a uniform distribution
with an average of 100 and a variance of 30, and the average link capability is about
200. There are 10 types of VNFs in the VNFs set. And 3 to 6 kinds of which are
required of a SFC. Each type of resource is required by one VNF is 0.4 to 1 unit. The
bandwidth demand rk of each SFC varies from 1 to 5 units, and k is the average of
overall bandwidth requirements. In our experiment, the number of SFCs is increased
from 200 to 1000.

5.2 Performance Analysis

Figure 2 demonstrates that total forwarding cost increases with the number of SFCs.
When the nodes in the network is fixed as 50, the total forwarding cost of FRTP
algorithm is lower than that of PFBR based on node priority, and the results of them are
higher than RBP algorithm. However, only consider the cost of forwarding is not
comprehensive, because it is related with the forward times and bandwidth demands of
SFCs. Figure 3 shows the degree of load balancing as the number of SFCs increases. In
the aspect of load balancing, FRTP algorithm is inferior to that of PFBR algorithm
based on node priority, and it shows stronger advantages than the RBP algorithm
without load balancing.
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When the network size gradually increases, the total forwarding costs do not vary
greatly. This is due to the fact that the average distances generated by random networks
are about the same. RBP algorithm holds a slight advantage in forwarding cost, while
FRTP and PFBR algorithm show little difference. Figure 4 shows the degree of load
balancing when the network size gradually increases. Generally, PFBR algorithm
outperforms than FRTP algorithm in load balancing, and RBP algorithm is inferior to
the algorithms proposed in this paper. The average running time of the algorithms
increases with the increasing of the number of SFCs and nodes. As shown in Figs. 5
and 6, the average running time of FRTP algorithm is lower than that of PFBR
algorithm, because the latter takes more time to calculate the node priority. RBP
algorithm takes least time in the traffic routing phase without load balancing.

Furthermore, a set of experiments are carried out with 20 nodes to verify the
requests acceptance ratio. Figure 7 shows the acceptance ratio of various algorithms
under different number of SFCs. Obviously, PFBR algorithm can balance the traffic
load better than other algorithms, and can make greater use of resources. As a result,
the acceptance ratio of requests is obviously improved compared with other algorithms.

Fig. 2. Total bandwidth occupation of the number of SFCs
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Fig. 3. Degree of load balancing versus the number of SFCs

Fig. 4. Degree of load balancing versus nodes in the network
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To sum up, compared with RBP algorithm, the two algorithms proposed in this
paper can more remarkably balance the traffic load and improve the requests acceptance
ratio at the expense of slightly high forwarding cost. However, compared with PFBR
algorithm, FRTP algorithm focuses more on reducing the total forwarding cost and
enables a large number of traffic to be rapidly forwarded in the network. It can also be
used as an online algorithm to deployment real-time service function chains. On the
other hand, PFBR algorithm can effectively balance the network traffic load and
improve the overall link utilization in the network even the number of SFCs or nodes
are large.

Fig. 5. Average running time of the number of SFCs

Fig. 6. Average running time versus the number of nodes in the network
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6 Conclusion

In this paper, we propose a joint optimization model of service function chain place-
ment and routing algorithm. Then two heuristic algorithms are proposed according to
the order of VNFs placement and traffic flow routing. The simulation results show that
FRTP can make a large number of data packets be rapidly forwarded, which can reduce
service function chaining time and improve user experience to a certain extent.
Although PFBR algorithm is slightly inferior in reducing the total forwarding cost, the
advantage in load balancing is prominent, which improves the request acceptance ratio
of requests. The beneficial combination of the two algorithms enables more flexible
deployment of the service function chains. However, given the traffic load balancing in
the network, the time overhead of proposed two algorithms increases rapidly when the
scale of network and the number of service function chains get larger. Therefore, in the
future work, we expect to study more optimized methods such machine learning to
balance the load and improve the ratio of acceptance of requests while reducing the
time overhead as much as possible.
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