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On behalf of the Editorial Board of ICST Transactions on
Security and Safety (ISSN# 2032-9393), I welcome you to
the inaugural issue of this international archived journal.

Creation of this new journal is not only motivated by
the increasing importance of security and safety, but also
by the observation that although there exist a good num-
ber of journals in the field, researchers doing interdisci-
plinary researches and exploring out-of-the-box ideas
still have difficulty finding a suitable journal to publish
their findings.

The goal of this journal is threefold: (i) to provide a
dedicated venue for interdisciplinary researches and
out-of-the-box ideas; (ii) to help form a community for
interdisciplinary security researches; and (iii) to help this
community improve academic rigor.

The scope of this journal is by design interdisciplinary,
covering both the natural science aspects and the social/
behavior science aspects of security and safety. The exper-
tise of the Editorial Board includes and is not limited to
online safety and privacy, homeland security and risk,
computer and network security, and economics of infor-
mation security.

Besides academic research papers, which will be rigor-
ously reviewed by experts from the community, we will
also put in major effort to solicit and publish position
papers written by leading practitioners, security profes-
sionals, and policy makers. These position papers will help
shorten the ‘distance’ between academic research and the
real world.

In this inaugural issue, Professor Heng Xu from The
Pennsylvania State University, serving as the Guest
Editor, and the authors have put together an exciting spe-
cial issue on ‘online safety and privacy’. I want to thank
Professor Xu and the authors for their great effort. Details
of this special issue are in the Editorial written by
Professor Xu.

Regarding the following issues of this journal, besides
issues formed by regular submissions, a special issue on
Cyber Situation Awareness has been planned.
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I and the ICST Transactions on Security and Safety
team hope you have a rich and enjoyable experience with
this issue and the following issues of this journal.
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Peng Liu received his BS and MS degrees from the
University of Science and Technology of China, and his
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Dr Liu is a full professor of Information Sciences and
Technology, director of the Center for Cyber-Security,
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Security Lab at Penn State. His research interests are in all
areas of computer and network security, and he has done
substantial research in software security.
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SECURECOMM 2008, and DBSEC 2006, General
Chair of DBSEC 2010 and SECURECOMM 2009,
and the founding program co-chair of the ACM Work-
shop on Survivable and Self-Regenerative Systems. He is
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He has published a book and over 180 refereed techni-
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